

GERMANTOWN MUNICIPAL SCHOOL DISTRICT
8th GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS Curriculum Unit Guide 2015-16
Lexile Levels 1010 - 1185

· Click here for the 8th TNReady Language Arts Blueprint. 

· Regularly utilize non-fiction selections to create text dependent questions and culminating activities.
· Balance 50/50 for literature and non-fiction text.
· Use a variety of Lexile levels with most texts within the grade-level band (1010 – 1185).
· Collaborate to avoid reading same texts in multiple grade levels.

· Please follow the Scope and Sequence Standards listed for each quarter to ensure district-wide alignment.

· Suggest implementing Basic Core Skill Units throughout year (near the beginning of each quarter) rather than as the first four units of instruction.

· Common Core Theme Units:
· Select units that match student needs and interests.
· Select and modify units to align with standards and skills identified for each quarter.
· Freedom to alternate texts and lessons from suggested ones listed.
· Share additional lessons, texts, and units throughout the year to add to this living document.

Created by: Cathy Young (Riverdale Elementary)

For all hyperlinked documents for Scope and Sequence, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com.



Eighth Grade
ELA Core Standards Overview

· Citing the evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what is explicitly stated and/or implied from a book, article, poem, or play.
· Analyzing where materials on the same topic disagree on matters of fact, interpretation, or point of view.
· Learning how authors support their ideas through word choice, sentence and paragraph structure, and other methods.
· Building writing around strong central ideas or points of view; supporting the ideas with sound reasoning and evidence, precise word choices, smooth transitions, and different sentence structures.
· Planning and conducting research projects that include several steps and use many credible and documented print and digital sources.
· Analyzing the purpose of information presented in diverse media (e.g., print, TV, web) and evaluating its social, political, or commercial motives.
· Presenting findings and claims to others, emphasizing key points with relevant evidence and sound reasoning, adapting speech to the audience and the formality of the setting, and responding to questions and comments with relevant observations and ideas.
· Using strong, active verbs to create a clear picture for the reader (e.g., walk, skip, meander, lurch, limp).
· Interpreting figures of speech (e.g., irony, puns) and developing a large vocabulary of general academic words and phrases.

GMSD 8th grade Language Arts Scope and Sequence 2015-16
	Scope and Sequence
	Literature
	Informational
	Writing
	Speaking & Listening
	Language

	Quarter 1
	Focus Standard(s): RL.8.2, RL.8.3

Support Standard(s):
RL.8.1, RL.8.4
	Focus Standard(s): RI.8.2, RI.8.3

Support Standard(s):
RI.8.1, RI.8.4
	Focus Standard(s): W.8.2, W.8.7, W.8.9

Support Standard(s):
W.8.4, W.8.5,
W.8.6, W.8.8,
W.8.10
	Focus Standard(s): SL.8.1

Support Standard(s):

	Focus Standard(s): L.8.1a-b, L.8.2, 
L.8.4a-b

Support Standard(s):


	Quarter 2
	Focus Standard(s): 
RL.8.5, RL.8.6

Support Standard(s):
RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.4
	Focus Standard(s): 
RI.8.5, RI.8.6

Support Standard(s):
RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.3, RI.8.4
	Focus Standard(s): W.8.1, W.8.7, W.8.9

Support Standard(s):
W.8.4, W.8.5,
W.8.6, W.8.8,
W.8.10
	Focus Standard(s): SL.8.4, SL.8.5

Support Standard(s):
SL.8.1
	Focus Standard(s): L.8.1.c-d, L.8.3, L.8.4c-d, L.8.5

Support Standard(s):
L.8.1a-b, L.8.2, 
L.8.4a-b

	Quarter 3
	Focus Standard(s): 
RL.8.7, RL.8.9

Support Standard(s):
RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.5, RL.8.6
	Focus Standard(s): 
RI.8.7, RI.8.8, RI.8.9

Support Standard(s):
RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.3, RI.8.4, RI.8.5, RI.8.6
	Focus Standard(s): W.8.3, W.8.7, W.8.9

Support Standard(s):
W.8.2, W.8.3, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.6, W.8.8, W.8.10
	Focus Standard(s): SL.8.2, SL.8.3

Support Standard(s):
SL.8.1, SL.8.4, SL.8.5
	Focus Standard(s): 
L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3

Support Standard(s):
L.8.4, L.8.5

	Quarter 4
	Focus Standard(s): 
RL.8.10

Support Standard(s):
RL.8.1, RL.8.2, RL.8.3, RL.8.4, RL.8.5, RL.8.6, RL.8.9
	Focus Standard(s): 
RI.8.10

Support Standard(s):
RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.3, RI.8.4, RI.8.5, RI.8.6, RI.8.9
	Focus Standard(s): W.8.2

Support Standard(s):
W.8.4, W.8.5,
W.8.6, W.8.8, W.8.7, W.8.9,
W.8.10
	Focus Standard(s): SL.8.6

Support Standard(s):
SL.8.1, SL.8.2, SL.8.3, SL.8.4, SL.8.5
	Focus Standard(s): L.8.4, L.8.5, L.8.6

Support Standard(s):
L.8.1, L.8.2, L.8.3


For all hyperlinked documents for Scope and Sequence, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com.
Developing Core Proficiencies Curriculum Units by Odell Education
	Basic Core Skills Unit Topics
	Unit Title 
(approximate time needed)
	Part 1: 
Focus and aligned Standards
	Part 2: 
Focus and aligned Standards
	Part 3: 
Focus and aligned Standards
	Part 4: 
Focus and aligned Standards
	Part 5: 
Focus and aligned Standards

	Unit A: Reading Closely for Textual Details
	We Had to Learn English 

(3-4 weeks)
	Understanding Close Reading

RI.8.1, RI.8.2,
RI.8.4
	Questioning Texts

RI.8.1, RI.8.2,
RI.8.4
	Analyzing Detail

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.4, RI.8.6,
RI.8.9
	Explaining Understanding

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.4, RI.8.6, RI.8.10, W.8.2,
W.8.9b
	Discussing Ideas

RI.8.10, SL.8.1,
W.8.2, W.8.4,
W.8.9b

	Unit B: 
Making Evidence-Based Claims
	Truth, Chisholm, Williams

(2-4 weeks)
	Understanding Evidence-Based Claims

RI.8.1, RI.8.2,
RI.8.6, SL.8.1
	Making Evidence-Based Claims

RI.8.1, RI.8.2,
RI.8.6, SL.8.1
	Organizing Evidence-Based Claims

RI.8.1, RI.8.2,
RI.8.6, SL.8.1
	Writing Evidence-Based Claims

RI.8.1, RI.8.2,
RI.8.6, SL.8.1,
W.8.4, W.8.9b
	Developing Evidence-Based Writing

RI.8.1, RI.8.2,
RI.8.6, W.8.4,
W.8.9b

	Basic Core Skills Unit Topics
	Unit Title 
(approximate time needed)
	Part 1: 
Focus and aligned Standards
	Part 2: 
Focus and aligned Standards
	Part 3: 
Focus and aligned Standards
	Part 4: 
Focus and aligned Standards
	Part 5: 
Focus and aligned Standards

	Unit C: Researching to Deepen Understanding
	Human Animal Interaction 

(4-6 weeks)

Note: May use topics provided or align with theme unit.
	Initiating Inquiry

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, SL.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.7, W.8.8, W.8.9b

	Gathering Information

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.4, RI.8.6, RI.8.10, W.8.4, W.8.7, W.8.8, W.8.9b

	Deepening Understanding

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.4, RI.8.6, RI.8.7, RI.8.9, RI.8.10, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.7, W.8.8, W.8.9b
	Finalizing Inquiry

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.4, RI.8.6, RI.8.7, RI.8.9, RI.8.10, SL.8.1, W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.7, W.8.8, W.8.9b
	Developing and Communicating an Evidence-Based Perspective

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.4, RI.8.6, RI.8.7, RI.8.9, RI.8.10, W.8.2, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.7, W.8.8, W.8.9b

	Unit D: Building Evidence-Based Arguments
	E pluribus Unum

(4-6 weeks)

Note: May bridge with Researching to Deepen Understanding  or as a separate unit
	Understanding the Nature of an Issue

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.3, RI.8.4, SL.8.1, W.8.2
	Analyzing Arguments

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.3, RI.8.4, RI.8.6, RI.8.8, RI.8.9, SL.8.1, W.8.2, W.8.9b
	Evaluating Arguments and Developing a Position

RI.8.1, RI.8.2, RI.8.3, RI.8.4, RI.8.6, RI.8.8, RI.8.9, SL.8.1, W.8.1, W.8.2, W.8.9b
	Organizing an Evidence-Based Argument

RI.8.1, SL.8.1, W.8.1, W.8.5, W.8.9b
	Developing and Strengthening Argumentative Writing

RI.8.1, RI.8.5, RI.8.6, RI.8.8, SL.8.1, W.8.1, W.8.4, W.8.5, W.8.9b



For all hyperlinked documents for Scope and Sequence, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com.


Common Core Theme Units:
	Unit Theme Choices
	Essential Question
	Writing Focus
	Social Studies Connections
	Science Connections
	Key Terms
	Standards List

	Unit 1: 
The Process of the Journey 
	What role does storytelling play in our history? Our present? Our future?
	Narrative
	What is the process of historical analysis?
	What is the role of the scientific method?
	Explicit Textual Evidence, Implicit Textual Evidence, Literal versus Figurative Language, Setting, Theme, Hero/Heroine, Allusion, Analogy, Pacing, Reflection, Sensory Detail
	RL/RI.8.1
RL.8.4
W.8.3
W.8.4
W.8.5
SL.8.1
L.8.2
L.8.2

	Unit 2: Motivation and Influence
	How does an author’s experience and world shape his or her writing?
	Informative/ Explanatory
	What were the motivations of explorers?
	What is chemistry and how is it related to change?
	Textual Evidence, Biography, Humor, Irony, Mood, Perspective, Point of view, Style, Tone, Author’s Purpose, Thesis, Theme, Key Concept
	RL.8.2
RI.8.5
W.8.2
SL.8.2
L.8.2

	Unit 3: Facing Adversity
	How do people use available information to respond to challenges?

	Argument
	What were the causes and effects of the events leading up to the Revolutionary War?




	What are the different types and uses of energy?
	Genre, Explicit vs. Implicit Textual Evidence, Text Structures, Claim, Argument (thesis), Fact vs. Opinion, Sound, Relevant, Evidence, Denotation and Connotation
	RL.8.5
RI.8.2
RI.8.7
RI.8.6
RI.8.8
W.8.1
SL.8.1
L.8.2
L.8.4
L.8.5

	Unit Theme Choices
	Essential Question
	Writing Focus
	Social Studies Connections
	Science Connections
	Key Terms
	Standards List

	Unit 4: Affecting Change
	How do an individual’s words and actions affect incidents in a story, propel action, reveal aspects of character, or provoke a decision?
	Argument
	What analysis can be made of U.S. Constitutional arguments and Constitutional compromises?
	How can we use evidence to support scientific claims?
	Claim, Argument, Point of View, Compare, Contrast, Dialogue, Diction, Drama, Monologue, Screenplay
	RL.8.3
RI.8.8
RI.8.9
W.8.1
SL.8.3
SL.8.6
L.8.2
L.8.5

	Unit 5: Learning from the Past
	What can we learn from the past?
	Informative/ Explanatory
	How did significant events transform our country?
	How do forces cause change in ecology, physics, geology, or chemistry?
	Satire, Strength of Character, Symbolism, Style, Citation, Source, Reliability, Historical Fiction, Archetype

	RL/RI.8.9
RI.8.3
W.8.2
W.8.6
W.8.8
W.8.9
SL.8.5
L.8.1
L.8.2
L.8.3

	Unit 6: Moments that Matter
	How do significant events in our lives transform us?
	Narrative
	How does understanding the events and issues of the Civil War help us realize our identity as a nation?
	How does recognizing the contributions of scientists help us understand the nature of science?
	Character Types, Patterns of Events, Point of View, Preconceived Notion, Historical Fiction, Screenplay
	RL.8.3
RL.8.6
RL.8.7
RI.8.4
W.8.3
SL.8.4
L.8.2
L.8.3
L.8.5


For all hyperlinked documents for Scope and Sequence, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com.


	Unit Theme Choices
	Essential Question
	Writing Focus
	Standards List

	Unit 7: 
Working with Evidence: Taking a Stand 
(Module 2a)
	How does taking a stand in small ways show integrity? Is it worth taking a stand for one’s self? For others?
	Argument and Narrative
	RL/RI.8.1
RL/RI.8.2
RL.8.3
RL/RI.8.4
RL/RI.8.5
RL/RI.8.6
RL/RI.8.7
RL.8.9

	W.8.1
W.8.3
W.8.4
W.8.5
W.8.9
SL.8.1
L.8.2
L.8.4
L.8.5

	Unit 8:
Research, Decisions, Positions – World’s Food Supply
(Module 4)
	How do we make decisions about what we eat? What journey does food take before it gets to your plate? Has the author or speaker used sufficient relevant evidence and sound reasoning to support his or her claim?

	Argument
	RI.8.2
RI.8.4
RI.8.6
RI.8.8
RI.8.9
W.8.1
W.8.4
W.8.5
W.8.7
W.8.8
W.8.9b
	SL.8.2
SL.8.3
SL.8.4
SL.8.5
SL.8.6
L.8.4
L.8.6


Expeditionary Learning – Engage NY Core Curriculum Units (Modules purchased by GMSD)

For all hyperlinked documents for Scope and Sequence, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com.


	Eighth Grade Unit A: Reading Closely for Textual Details

Core Proficiency Skills Unit – duration 3-4 weeks

	Title of Lesson
	Part 1: Focus Skills
	Part 2: Focus Skills
	Part 3: Focus Skills
	Part 4: Focus Skills
	Part 5: Focus Skills

	We Had to Learn English 
	Understanding Close Reading
	Questioning Texts
	Analyzing Detail
	Explaining Understanding
	Discussing Ideas




	ELA Reading Informational Text Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	RI.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
	· I can identify the difference between what the author states directly and what he/she implies in the text.
· I can supply textual evidence to support what the author states directly and what he/she implies.

	RI.8.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

	· I can find a central idea in a text.
· I can explain how supporting ideas develop the central idea.
· I can explain how supporting ideas relate to the central idea.
· I can summarize a text.
· I can provide an objective summary of the text.

	RI.8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
	· I can identify figurative language in an informational text.
· I can identify the connotative meanings of specific words in an informational text.
· I can identify the technical meaning of words in an informational text.
· I can identify an analogy and explain how it affects the meaning and tone of an informational text.
· I can identify an allusion and explain how it affects the meaning and tone of an informational text.

	RI.8.6: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
	· I can identify an author’s point of view or purpose in a text.
· I can identify and explain how the author acknowledges and responds to others' opinions.

	RI.8.9: Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.
	· I can analyze two or more texts on the same topic to identify examples of conflicting facts or interpretations.

	RI.8.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
	· I can read and comprehend complex literary nonfiction independently and proficiently.



	ELA Writing Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	W.8.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
	· I can write an introduction that presents a topic clearly and previews what is to follow.

	a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
	· I can organize my paper using a clear introduction.
· I can organize and categorize my information.
· I can use headings, charts, tables, etc. to add clarification to my paper.

	b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
	· I can support my topic using facts, definitions, details, and examples.

	c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
	· I can use a variety of appropriate transitions to show connections between ideas and concepts.

	d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
	· I can use precise language and vocabulary specific to my topic.

	e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
	· I can write a formal paper.

	f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.
	· I can write a conclusion that supports the information presented in my paper.

	W.8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standard 2 above.)
	· I can develop and organize clear and understandable writing which is appropriate for a specific task, purpose, and audience.

	W.8.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
	· I can find specific facts, examples, or details in literary or informational text to support my analysis, reflection, and research.

	b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and  specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).
	· I can find specific facts, examples, or details in literary or informational text to support my analysis, reflection, and research.

	ELA Speaking and Listening Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	SL.8.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light of the evidence presented.
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.



	Unit A Plans, Texts, Resources, Links

	Unit Plan and Texts:
Unit A Plan – We Had to Learn English
Unit A Texts – We Had to Learn English

	Handouts:
Unit A – Guiding Questions Handout
Unit A – Reading Closely Checklist
Unit A – TCD Checklist
	Model Tools:
Unit A – Questioning Texts Model – Riis
Unit A – Analyzing Details Model – Riis
	Tools:
Unit A – Questioning Texts
Unit A – Analyzing Details

	Additional Links:
How to use these materials
Full Unit Link
Download other grade level Reading Closely Units



For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit A, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-a-reading-closely-for-textual-details.html.



	Eighth Grade Unit B:  Making Evidence-Based Claims

Core Proficiency Skills Unit – duration 2-4 weeks

	Title of Lesson
	Part 1: Focus Skills
	Part 2: Focus Skills
	Part 3: Focus Skills
	Part 4: Focus Skills
	Part 5: Focus Skills

	Truth, Chisholm, Williams
	Understanding Evidence-Based Claims

	Making Evidence-Based Claims

	Organizing Evidence-Based Claims

	Organizing Evidence-Based Claims

	Developing Evidence-Based Writing




	ELA Reading Informational Text Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	RI.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
	· I can identify the difference between what the author states directly and what he/she implies in the text.
· I can supply textual evidence to support what the author states directly and what he/she implies.

	RI.8.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

	· I can find a central idea in a text.
· I can explain how supporting ideas develop the central idea.
· I can explain how supporting ideas relate to the central idea.
· I can summarize a text.
· I can provide an objective summary of the text.

	RI.8.6: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
	· I can identify an author’s point of view or purpose in a text.
· I can identify and explain how the author acknowledges and responds to others' opinions.



	ELA Writing Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	W.8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standard 2 above.)
	· I can develop and organize clear and understandable writing which is appropriate for a specific task, purpose, and audience.

	W.8.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
	· I can find specific facts, examples, or details in literary or informational text to support my analysis, reflection, and research.

	b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and  specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).
	· I can find specific facts, examples, or details in literary or informational text to support my analysis, reflection, and research.






	ELA Speaking and Listening Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	SL.8.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light of the evidence presented.
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.





	Unit B Plans, Texts, Resources, Links

	Unit Plan and Texts:
Unit B Plan – Truth, Chisholm, Williams
Unit B Texts – Truth
Unit B Texts – Chisholm
Unit B Texts - Williams

	Handouts:
Unit B – EBC Criteria Checklist I
Unit B – EBC Criteria Checklist II
Unit B – Forming EBC Handout
Unit B – TCD Checklist
Unit B – Writing EBC Handout – Williams
Unit B – Evidence-Based Writing Rubric
	Model Tools:
Unit B – Forming EBC Model - Truth
Unit B – Making EBC Models - Truth
Unit B – Making EBC Models - Chisholm
Unit B – Organizing EBC Model - Chisholm
Unit B – Organizing EBC Model - Williams
Unit B – Written EBC Model – Chisholm
Unit B – Written EBC Model – Williams
	Tools:
Unit B – Forming EBC
Unit B – Making EBC
Unit B – Organizing EBC (2pts)
Unit B – Organizing EBC (3pts)
Unit B – Written EBC

	Additional Links:
How to use these materials
Full Unit Link
Download other grade level Making Evidence-Based Units



For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit B, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-b-making-evidence-based-claims.html.



	Eighth Grade Unit C: Researching to Deepen Understanding

Core Proficiency Skills Unit – duration 4-6 weeks

	Title of Lesson
	Part 1: Focus Skills
	Part 2: Focus Skills
	Part 3: Focus Skills
	Part 4: Focus Skills
	Part 5: Focus Skills

	Human Animal Interaction 
	Initiating Inquiry
	Gathering Information
	Deepening Understanding
	Finalizing Inquiry
	Developing and Communicating an Evidence-Based Perspective



	ELA Reading Informational Text Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	RI.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
	· I can identify the difference between what the author states directly and what he/she implies in the text.
· I can supply textual evidence to support what the author states directly and what he/she implies.

	RI.8.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

	· I can find a central idea in a text.
· I can explain how supporting ideas develop the central idea.
· I can explain how supporting ideas relate to the central idea.
· I can summarize a text.
· I can provide an objective summary of the text.

	RI.8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
	· I can identify figurative language in an informational text.
· I can identify the connotative meanings of specific words in an informational text.
· I can identify the technical meaning of words in an informational text.
· I can identify an analogy and explain how it affects the meaning and tone of an informational text.
· I can identify an allusion and explain how it affects the meaning and tone of an informational text.

	RI.8.6: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
	· I can identify an author’s point of view or purpose in a text.
· I can identify and explain how the author acknowledges and responds to others' opinions.

	RI.8.7: Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or text.
	· I can identify several different ways to present information on a topic.
· I can evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of presenting information in various formats.

	RI.8.9: Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.
	· I can analyze two or more texts on the same topic to identify examples of conflicting facts or interpretations.

	RI.8.10: By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction at the high end of the grades 6-8 text complexity band independently and proficiently.
	· I can read and comprehend complex literary nonfiction independently and proficiently.



	ELA Writing Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	W.8.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
	· I can write an introduction that presents a topic clearly and previews what is to follow.

	a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
	· I can organize my paper using a clear introduction.
· I can organize and categorize my information.
· I can use headings, charts, tables, etc. to add clarification to my paper.

	b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
	· I can support my topic using facts, definitions, details, and examples.

	c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
	· I can use a variety of appropriate transitions to show connections between ideas and concepts.

	d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
	· I can use precise language and vocabulary specific to my topic.

	e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
	· I can write a formal paper.

	f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.
	· I can write a conclusion that supports the information presented in my paper.

	W.8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standard 2 above.)
	· I can develop and organize clear and understandable writing which is appropriate for a specific task, purpose, and audience.

	W.8.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3.)
	· I can develop and strengthen my writing by planning, revising, editing, and rewriting.
· I can write to a specific audience.
· I can write for a specific purpose.
· I can improve my writing through feedback from other students or my teacher.

	W.8.7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.
	· I can research several different resources to answer assigned questions or questions that I create.
· I can come up with additional questions that relate to the original research and investigate those questions using a variety of resources.
· I can narrow or broaden my research when appropriate.
· I can combine multiple sources to demonstrate my understanding of the subject.

	W.8.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
	· I can search specific terms to gather relevant information from many print and digital sources.
· I can determine if a source is believable and uses correct information.
· I can quote and paraphrase information from sources without plagiarizing others' words and ideas.
· I can correctly cite my sources in the text or at the end of my paper.

	W.8.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
	· I can find specific facts, examples, or details in literary or informational text to support my analysis, reflection, and research.

	b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and  specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).
	· I can find specific facts, examples, or details in literary or informational text to support my analysis, reflection, and research.

	ELA Speaking and Listening Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	SL.8.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light of the evidence presented.
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.





	Unit C Plans, Texts, Resources, Links

	Unit Plan:
Unit C – Research Unit Plan - Human Animal Interaction
Unit C – Teacher Research Unit Guide
Unit C – Student Research Plan
Unit C – Topic Repository - Human Animal Interaction

	Handouts:
Unit C – Assessing Sources Handout
Unit C – Connecting Ideas Handout
Unit C – Forming EBC Handout
Unit C – Posing Inquiry Questions
Unit C – Research Criteria Matrix
Unit C – Writing EBC Handout
	Checklists:
Unit C – Area Evaluation Checklist
Unit C – EBC Criteria Checklist
Unit C – Research Evaluation Checklist
Unit C – TCD Checklist

	Tools:
Unit C – Evidence-Based Perspective
Unit C – Exploring a Topic
Unit C – Exploring a Topic - Annotated
Unit C – Forming EBC
	Unit C – Organizing EBC (1pt)
Unit C – Organizing EBC (2pt)
Unit C – Organizing EBC (3pt)
Unit C – Potential Sources
Unit C – Potential Sources - Annotated
	Unit C – Research Evaluation
Unit C – Research Frame
Unit C – Synthesizing EBC
Unit C – Taking Notes
Unit C – Taking Notes - Annotated

	Additional Links:
How to use these materials
Full Unit Link
Download other grade level Researching to Deepen Understanding Units



For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit C, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-c-researching-to-deepen-understanding.html.

	Eighth Grade Unit D: Building Evidence-Based Arguments

Core Proficiency Skills Unit – duration 4-6 weeks

	Title of Lesson
	Part 1: Focus Skills
	Part 2: Focus Skills
	Part 3: Focus Skills
	Part 4: Focus Skills
	Part 5: Focus Skills

	E pluribus Unum

	Understanding the Nature of an Issue
	Analyzing Arguments
	Evaluating Arguments and Developing a Position
	Organizing an Evidence-Based Argument
	Developing and Strengthening Argumentative Writing



	ELA Reading Informational Text Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	RI.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
	· I can identify the difference between what the author states directly and what he/she implies in the text.
· I can supply textual evidence to support what the author states directly and what he/she implies.

	RI.8.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

	· I can find a central idea in a text.
· I can explain how supporting ideas develop the central idea.
· I can explain how supporting ideas relate to the central idea.
· I can summarize a text.
· I can provide an objective summary of the text.

	RI.8.3: Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between individuals, ideas, or events (e.g., through comparisons, analogies, or categories).
	· I can compare individuals, ideas, or events in a text.
· I can contrast individuals, ideas, or events in a text.

	RI.8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
	· I can identify figurative language in an informational text.
· I can identify the connotative meanings of specific words in an informational text.
· I can identify the technical meaning of words in an informational text.
· I can identify an analogy and explain how it affects the meaning and tone of an informational text.
· I can identify an allusion and explain how it affects the meaning and tone of an informational text.

	RI.8.6: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
	· I can identify an author’s point of view or purpose in a text.
· I can identify and explain how the author acknowledges and responds to others' opinions.

	RI.8.9: Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.
	· I can analyze two or more texts on the same topic to identify examples of conflicting facts or interpretations.






	ELA Writing Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	W.8.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence. 
	· I can write a claim and support it with reasons and evidence.

	a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically. 
	· I can write a claim(s) and distinguish it from a different or opposing claim.
· I can logically organize reasons and evidence that supports a claim(s).

	b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text. 
	· I can support my claim(s) by using logical reasons and relevant evidence.
· I can support my claim(s) with accurate sources of information.

	c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. d. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
	· I can use words, phrases, and clauses to clearly show how claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence fit together.

	d. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
	· I can use formal words and language to write about an issue or topic.

	W.8.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of relevant content.
	· I can write an introduction that presents a topic clearly and previews what is to follow.

	a. Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas, concepts, and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
	· I can organize my paper using a clear introduction.
· I can organize and categorize my information.
· I can use headings, charts, tables, etc. to add clarification to my paper.

	b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples. 
	· I can support my topic using facts, definitions, details, and examples.

	c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among ideas and concepts. 
	· I can use a variety of appropriate transitions to show connections between ideas and concepts.

	d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or explain the topic. 
	· I can use precise language and vocabulary specific to my topic.

	e. Establish and maintain a formal style. 
	· I can write a formal paper.

	f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation presented.
	· I can write a conclusion that supports the information presented in my paper.

	W.8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standard 2 above.)
	· I can develop and organize clear and understandable writing which is appropriate for a specific task, purpose, and audience.

	W.8.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3.)
	· I can develop and strengthen my writing by planning, revising, editing, and rewriting.
· I can write to a specific audience.
· I can write for a specific purpose.
· I can improve my writing through feedback from other students or my teacher.

	W.8.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
	· I can find specific facts, examples, or details in literary or informational text to support my analysis, reflection, and research.

	b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and  specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).
	· I can find specific facts, examples, or details in literary or informational text to support my analysis, reflection, and research.

	ELA Speaking and Listening Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	SL.8.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light of the evidence presented.
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.





	Unit D Plans, Texts, Resources, Links

	Unit Plan and Texts:
Unit D – Argumentation - E pluribus Unum
Unit D – Argumentation Text Sets

	Tools:
Unit D – Delineating Arguments Tool – 3C
Unit D – Delineating Arguments Tool – 4C
Unit D – Forming EBC Tool
	Model Arguments:
Unit D – Model Argument – Baseball Sharks
Unit D – Model Argument – Course Scheduling
Unit D – Model Argument – Facebook
Unit D – Model Argument – School Conflict
Unit D – Model Argument – Twitter

	Handouts:
Unit D – Connecting Ideas Handout
Unit D – EBA Terms
Unit D – Evidence-Based Writing Rubric
Unit D – Guiding Questions Handout
	Checklists:
Unit D – EBA Criteria Checklist
Unit D – TCD Checklist

	Additional Links:
Full Unit Link
Download other grade level Building Evidence-Based Arguments Units



For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit D, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-d-building-evidence-based-arguments.html.
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	Novels:
The Wee Free Men, Terry Pratchett (L 680)* 
Lightning Thief, Rick Riordan (L 740)* 
Knucklehead, Jon Scieszka (L 750)* 
Homeless Bird, Gloria Whelan (L 800)* 
Walk Two Moons, Sharon Creech (L 710)* 
The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, Mark Twain (L 850)* 
The Dark Is Rising, Susan Cooper (L 920)* 
Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, Douglas Adams (L 1000)*
Hobbit, J.R.R. Tolkien (L 1000)*
Around the World in Eighty Days, Jules Verne (L 1070) 
Candide, Voltaire (L 1110)
Call of the Wind, Jack London (L 1120) 
Bloody Jack, L.A. Meyer (L 1120)
Sword in the Stone, T.H. White (L 1120)
Born Free, Joy Adamson  (L 1180)
Swiss Family Robinson, Johann Wyss (L 1260)
Story of King Arthur and His Knights, Howard Pyle (L 1430)
Short Stories/Poems:
The Road Not Taken, Robert Frost 
Nothing Gold Can Stay, Robert Frost 
Guys Write for Guys Read (L 820)*--Compilation of Short Stories 
CAUTION - * Indicates that the Lexile level of the text is below the recommended Lexile range for that grade level.
	Excerpts from, The Writer’s Journey, Christopher Vogler 
Homeless Bird Informational Texts: 
· India's Pink Vigilante Women, BBC News (L 890)*
·  Girl Power Surges in India, EurekAlert! (L 1850) 
Journey--General Informational Texts:
· Some Like It Very Hot (Article about exploring life in extreme environments), MoreIntelligentLife.com (L 1440) 
· Rocket Plunge to Deep End of the Planet, James Cameron (L 1110) 
· The Perfect Storm: A True Story of Men against the Sea, Sebastian Junger (L 1140)
· Into Thin Air, Jon Krakauer (L 1320)
Additional Informational Text Sites:
Article of the Week, KellyGallagher.org* 
Smithsonian TweenTribute, search by topic and Lexile levels



For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit 1, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-1-the-process-of-the-journey.html.
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	Recommended activities and Lessons:
· Close Reading in Literature
· Common Core Explicit vs. Implicit Lesson
· Literal vs. Figurative Language Comparison Chart
· Allusion – defined and examples
· Sensory Details – narrative lesson with PPT
· Hero’s Journey Lesson Plan
· Hero’s Journey – online activity – create narrative

· The Road Not Taken, Lesson Plan
· Call of the Wild, Lesson Plan
· Homeless Bird, Lesson Plan – option 1
· Homeless Bird, Lesson Plan – option 2
· Homeless Bird – Webquest
· Contrasting Visions of Womanhood and the Future – Lesson
· Tales of King Arthur – Lesson
· Into Thin Air - Unit
· Into Thin Air – Science Project
· The Perfect Storm: A True Story of Men against the Sea – Lesson

· Video Lessons – skill based
· Socratic Seminar – samples and “how to”
· Articles of the Week – Weekly homework assignment with rubrics, etc.

Grammar skill options:
· Mountain Language – Grammar program purchased by district
· Daily Grammar Practice – APEX required grammar program
· Daily Oral Language – Weekly grammar correction handouts

Vocabulary skill options:
· Vocabulary Games
· Interactive Word Lists
· Vocabulary.com
· Flocabulary.com
· Word within the Word  - APEX required vocabulary program


For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit 1, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-1-the-process-of-the-journey.html.
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	Novels:
A Long Way From Chicago, Richard Peck (L750)* 
The Witch of Blackbird Pond, Elizabeth George Speare (L 850)* 
Fahrenheit 451, Ray Bradbury (L 890)*
Woman Hollering Creek, Sandra Cisneros (L 960)* 
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn, Mark Twain (L 990)* 
Out of the Dust, Karen Hesse (L 1040)
Ethan Frome, Edith Warton (L 1160) 
Harry Potter Series, J.K. Rowling (L 880-1030)* 
Fantastic Beasts and Where to Find Them, Newt Scamander (J.K. Rowling) (L1230) 
Stories for Young People: Edgar Allan Poe, annotations by Andrew Delbanco (L 1260) 
Short Stories/Poems:
All Summer in a Day, Ray Bradbury (L 840)*
The Monkey’s Paw, W.W. Jacobs (L 1150) 
The Tell Tale Heart and Other Writings, Edgar Allan Poe (L 1350)

CAUTION - * Indicates that the Lexile level of the text is below the recommended Lexile range for that grade level.
	Knowing Poe (Website with Primary Source Documents), Thinkport 

The Great Depression--Background, PBS Surviving Dust Bowl (L 1290)

Edith Wharton on Wikipedia (L 1460) 
Edith Wharton Society, wordpress (L 1400)

JK Rowling on Wikipedia (L 1320) 
JK Rowling: The Wizard Behind Harry Potter, Marc Shapiro unofficial biography (L 1060) 
The Ivory Tower and Harry Potter, Lana Whited  (analysis of elements of novels)

Mark Twain (Just the Facts Biographies), Susan Bivin Aller (L1040)
Ray Bradbury on Wikipedia (L 1300)




For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit 2, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-2-motivation-and-influence.html.
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	Recommended activities and Lessons:
· Textual Evidence, mini-lesson
· Humor/point of view Lesson (Poe)
· Author’s purpose, Lessons
· How to Write a Thesis
· Informational Essay – planning Lesson

· Ethan Frome, Close Read Lesson
· A Long Way from Chicago, Novel Study
· The Witch of Blackbird Pond, option 1 Lesson
· The Witch of Blackbird Pond, option 2 Lesson
· Edgar Allan Poe, unit
· The Monkey’s Paw, Lesson Plan
· Out of the Dust, Unit
· The Dust Bowl Days – Unit
· Mark Twain – Lesson plans
· Biography Activities – focus for writers
· Author Study Project Ideas
· Author Study Unit – Ray Bradbury (includes text links)

· Video Lessons – skill based
· Socratic Seminar – samples and “how to”
· Articles of the Week – Weekly homework assignment with rubrics, etc.

Grammar skill options:
· Mountain Language – Grammar program purchased by district
· Daily Grammar Practice – APEX required grammar program
· Daily Oral Language – Weekly grammar correction handouts

Vocabulary skill options:
· Vocabulary Games
· Interactive Word Lists
· Vocabulary.com
· Flocabulary.com
· Word within the Word  - APEX required vocabulary program


For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit 2, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-2-motivation-and-influence.html.
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	Novels:
Monster, Walter Dean Myers (L 670)*
Unwind, Neal Shusterman (L 740)*
Chasing Lincoln’s Killer, James Swanson (L 980)* 
I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban (L 1000)*
The Pearl, John Steinbeck (L 1010) 
Johnny Tremain, Esther Forbes (L 1040)
Miracle on 34th Street (film)  
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings, Maya Angelou (L 1070)
Lincoln: A Photobiography, Russell Freedman (L 1110) 
Let’s Pretend This Never Happened, Jim Benton (L 1120)
When Will This Cruel War Be Over?: The Civil War Diary of Emma Simpson, Barry Denenberg (L 1140)
Winterdance, Gary Paulsen (L 1140) 
Into the Wild, John Krakauer (L 1270) 
Little Women, Louisa May Alcott (L 1300)

Short Stories/Poems:
Paul Revere's Ride, Henry Wadsworth Longfellow (L 800)* 
To Build a Fire, Jack London (L 1060) 
All Summer in a Day, Ray Bradbury (L 1150) 
CAUTION - * Indicates that the Lexile level of the text is below the recommended Lexile range for that grade level.
	Bringing It All Back Home - America’s dependency on oil is a big problem, (L 1460) 
On the Road to Green Energy for All - bringing electricity to everyone on earth, (L 1450)
The Green Devolution - why fossil fuel energy is essential for agriculture, (L 1120)
Studies probe the ecology of bullying (L 1460) 
Best practices for preventing or reducing bullying in schools, (L 1020) 
Turning Bullies into Buddies, GALE (L 920)* 
The Phenomenon Known as Bullicide, GALE (960)*
Bullying is Common and Subtle (L 1240) 
 Genetic Engineering, World Book Online Info Finder (L 1170) 
Human Genome Project, World Book Online Info Finder (L 1080) 
The New Eugenics (L 1120) 
Maya Angelou (Just the Facts Biographies), L. Patricia Kite (L 1060) 
The American Revolutionaries: A History in Their Own Words 1750-1800, Milton Meltzer (L 1120) 
 Preamble to the United States Constitution (1787)
 First Amendment to the United States Constitution (1791)


For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit 3, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-3-facing-adversity.html.
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	Recommended activities and Lessons:
· Into the Wild – Lesson
· Into the Wild and To Build a Fire – Lesson
· All Summer in a Day – Lesson
· The Pearl – Lesson option #1
· The Pearl – Lesson option #2
· Learning with Lincoln – Unit
· Goodbye Bully Machine – Culminating Lessons
· First Amendment – Lesson
· Genetic Engineering – WebQuest
· I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings – Unit
· I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban – Group Lesson
· The Preamble – Close Read Lesson

· Video Lessons – skill based
· Socratic Seminar – samples and “how to”
· Articles of the Week – Weekly homework assignment with rubrics, etc.

Grammar skill options:
· Mountain Language – Grammar program purchased by district
· Daily Grammar Practice – APEX required grammar program
· Daily Oral Language – Weekly grammar correction handouts

Vocabulary skill options:
· Vocabulary Games
· Interactive Word Lists
· Vocabulary.com
· Flocabulary.com
· Word within the Word  - APEX required vocabulary program



For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit 3, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-3-facing-adversity.html.
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	Novels:
Night, Elie Wiesel (L 590)* 
Flipped, Wendalin Van Draanan (L 720)* 
Among the Hidden, Margaret Peterson Haddix (L 800)*
Black Beauty, Anna Sewell (L 1010)
The Diary of Anne Frank, Goodrich and Hackett (L 1080) 
The Diary of a Young Girl, Anne Frank (L 1080) 
Excerpts from 1984, George Orwell (L 1090)
 Midwife’s Apprentice, Karen Cushman (L 1240)
Excerpts from Much Ado About Nothing, William Shakespeare (L 1260) 
Excerpts from A Midsummer Night’s Dream, William Shakespeare (L 1350) 
Mr. Smith Goes to Washington directed by Frank Capra (Columbia Pictures)
 Sorry, Wrong Number (Radio Play), Lucille Fletcher 
The Hitchhiker (Radio Play), Lucille Fletcher 

Short Stories/Poems:
The Swastika in My Binder Feature Story, Elizabeth Chase (L 620)*
The Story of an Eye Witness (Feature Story), Jack London (L980)*

CAUTION - * Indicates that the Lexile level of the text is below the recommended Lexile range for that grade level.
	Yad Vashem, World Center for Holocaust Research, Documentation, Education and Commemoration
Basic Screenwriting, Screenwriting.info (L 1450)
Jazz: Dedicated to Chaos, media
Anne Frank: Beyond the Diary: A Photographic Remembrance, Ruud van der Rol and Rian Verhoeven (L 1030)
The Journal of Scott Pendleton Collins: A World War II Soldier, Normandy, France, 1944, Walter Dean Myers (L 810)*
Never to Forget: The Jews of the Holocaust, Milton Meltzer (L 1120)
Six Million Paper Clips: The Making of a Children’s Holocaust Memorial, Peter W. Schroeder and Dagmar Schroeder-Hildebrand (L 870)*
Paper Clips (HBO documentary, 2004) 
The Play's the Thing: A Story About William Shakespeare, Ruth Turk (L 1060)
The Mysteries of Love and Eloquence (For A Midsummer Night’s Dream), Folger Library
The Folger Shakespeare Library 
Drama (Background, Structure), World Book Online Advanced (L 1120)
Checkers Speech by Richard Nixon, media
Checkers Speech by Richard Nixon (L 1160)



For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit 4, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-4-affecting-change.html.


[image: ]
	Recommended activities and Lessons:
· Teaching Argumentative Writing – teacher resource
· Teaching Writing in Science – teacher resource
· Argumentative Writing - Lesson
· Point of View – skill lesson idea
· Compare/Contrast Interactive Lesson

· The Story of an Eye Witness – Lesson
· A Midsummer Night’s Dream – Lesson option #1
· A Midsummer Night’s Dream – Lesson option #2
· A Midsummer Night’s Dream – Lesson option #3
· Holocaust Unit: Featuring the Diary of Anne Frank - Unit
· Understanding Holocaust and Genocide– Lesson
· Paper Clips - Lesson
· 1984 – Lesson
· Checker’s Speech – importance
· Harlem Renaissance Poetry – Lesson 

· Video Lessons – skill based
· Socratic Seminar – samples and “how to”
· Articles of the Week – Weekly homework assignment with rubrics, etc.

Grammar skill options:
· Mountain Language – Grammar program purchased by district
· Daily Grammar Practice – APEX required grammar program
· Daily Oral Language – Weekly grammar correction handouts

Vocabulary skill options:
· Vocabulary Games
· Interactive Word Lists
· Vocabulary.com
· Flocabulary.com
· Word within the Word  - APEX required vocabulary program



For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit 4, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-4-affecting-change.html.
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	Novels:
Fever 1793, Laure Halse Anderson (L 580)*
The Last Book in the Universe, Rodman Philbrick (L 740)*
Nightjohn, Gary Paulsen (L770)* 
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, Mildred D. Taylor (L 920)* 
Soldier’s Heart, Gary Paulsen (L 1000)*
Oedipus Rex, Sophocles (L 1010)
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, Harriet Beecher Stowe (L 1050)
So Long, and Thanks for all the Fish, Douglas Adams (L1050)
Across Five Aprils, Irene Hunt (L1100) 

Short Stories/Poems:
I, Too, Sing America, Langston Hughes
 Poetry of the Harlem Renaissance

CAUTION - * Indicates that the Lexile level of the text is below the recommended Lexile range for that grade level.

	Biography: Tell All the Children Our Story: Memories and Mementos of Being Young and Black in America, Tonya Bolden (L 1130) 
Biography: The Signers: The 56 Stories Behind the Declaration of Independence, Dennis Brindell Fradin (L 1010)
In Our Time, Tragedy on BBC4 (audio) 
Greek Tragedy, Wikipedia (L 1280)
 Introduction to Greek Tragedy, Roger Dunkle (L 1350) 
Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott, Russell Freedman (L 1110) 
The Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader: Documents, Speeches, and Firsthand Accounts from the Black Freedom Struggle, Juan Williams (L 1170) 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, World Book Online Advanced (L 1080)
 National Archives: Civil War Primary Documents 
Web Guides from the Library of Congress: Harlem Renaissance
 Harlem Renaissance, World Book Online Advanced (L 1180)



For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit 5, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-5-learning-from-the-past.html.
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	Recommended activities and Lessons:
· Satire, Lesson Plan
· Symbolic Archetype – Slide Share Lesson
· Analyze Primary Sources – mini-lessons
· Source and Reliability – Lesson
· Citation Scavenger Hunt – Lesson

· I, Too, Sing America – Analysis
· Across Five Aprils, Novel Study
· Civil War Lessons
· Harlem Renaissance - Lesson Plan
· Oedipus Rex – Unit (Engage NY 20 lessons)
· Nightjohn – Road To Civil War connected Unit
· Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry - Lessons
· The Eyes on the Prize Civil Rights Reader: Documents, Speeches, and Firsthand Accounts from the Black Freedom Struggle – Study Guide 
· Freedom Walkers: The Story of the Montgomery Bus Boycott – Lessons
· Biography: The Signers: The 56 Stories Behind the Declaration of Independence – Lessons
· Tell All the Children Our Story: Memories and Mementos of Being Young and Black in America - Lesson

· Video Lessons – skill based
· Socratic Seminar – samples and “how to”
· Articles of the Week – Weekly homework assignment with rubrics, etc.

Grammar skill options:
· Mountain Language – Grammar program purchased by district
· Daily Grammar Practice – APEX required grammar program
· Daily Oral Language – Weekly grammar correction handouts

Vocabulary skill options:
· Vocabulary Games
· Interactive Word Lists
· Vocabulary.com
· Flocabulary.com
· Word within the Word  - APEX required vocabulary program



For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit 5, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-5-learning-from-the-past.html.
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	Novels:
Knucklehead, Jon Scieszka (L 750)* 
The Wanderer, Sharon Creech (L 830)*
House on Mango Street, Sandra Cisceros (L 870)*
Excerpts from Woman Hollering Creek, Sandra Cisneros (L 960)* 
Soldier’s Heart, Gary Paulsen (L 1000)*
Love that Dog, Sharon Creech (L 1010)
The Diary of Anne Frank, (play), Goodrich and Hackett (L 1080) 
The Diary of a Young Girl, Anne Frank (L 1080)
 A Christmas Carol, Charles Dickens (L 1080) 
GLORY, (movie) Directed by Edward Zwick
Video Clips from TED, Sarah Kay 
 Excerpts from Much Ado About Nothing, William Shakespeare (L 1260) 
Excerpts from A Midsummer Night’s Dream, William Shakespeare (L 1350)

Short Stories/Poems:
Poetry of the Harlem Renaissance

CAUTION - * Indicates that the Lexile level of the text is below the recommended Lexile range for that grade level.
	Yad Vashem, World Center for Holocaust Research, Documentation, Education and Commemoration
Anne Frank: Beyond the Diary: A Photographic Remembrance, Ruud van der Rol and Rian Verhoeven (L 1030)
The Journal of Scott Pendleton Collins: A World War II Soldier, Normandy, France, 1944, Walter Dean Myers (L810)*
Never to Forget: The Jews of the Holocaust, Milton Meltzer (L 1120) 
Six Million Paper Clips: The Making of a Children’s Holocaust Memorial, Peter W. Schroeder and Dagmar Schroeder-Hildebrand (L 870)*
Paper Clips (HBO documentary, 2004) 
The Victorian Age, The Norton Anthology of English Literature (L 1390)
Charles Dickens, World Book Online Advanced (L 1090) – information and videos
Excerpts from I’m a Stranger Here Myself, Bill Bryson 
The Play's the Thing: A Story About William Shakespeare, Creative Minds Biographies, Ruth Turk (L 1060)
The Mysteries of Love and Eloquence (For A Midsummer Night’s Dream), Folger Library
The Folger Shakespeare Library 
Drama (Background, Structure), World Book Online Advanced (L 1120)



For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit 6, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-6-moments-that-matter.html.
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	Recommended activities and Lessons:
· Point of View – Lessons
· Point of View – Practice

· A Christmas Carol – Lesson
· A Christmas Carol – Assessment
· A Christmas Carol – Connections and Study Guide
· A Christmas Carol – Media lesson
· A Midsummer Night’s Dream – Lesson option #1
· A Midsummer Night’s Dream – Lesson option #2
· A Midsummer Night’s Dream – Lesson option #3
· New York Times – Literary Analysis Lessons
· Holocaust Unit: Featuring the Diary of Anne Frank - Unit
· Understanding Holocaust and Genocide– Lesson
· Paper Clips – Lesson
· Harlem Renaissance Poetry – Lesson option #1
· Harlem Renaissance Poetry – Lesson option #2

· Video Lessons – skill based
· Socratic Seminar – samples and “how to”
· Articles of the Week – Weekly homework assignment with rubrics, etc.

Grammar skill options:
· Mountain Language – Grammar program purchased by district
· Daily Grammar Practice – APEX required grammar program
· Daily Oral Language – Weekly grammar correction handouts

Vocabulary skill options:
· Vocabulary Games
· Interactive Word Lists
· Vocabulary.com
· Flocabulary.com
· Word within the Word  - APEX required vocabulary program



For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit 6, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-6-moments-that-matter.html.


	Eighth Grade Unit 7: Working with Evidence: Taking a Stand (Module 2a)

Common Core Theme Unit – duration 8 weeks

	Title of Lesson
	Unit 1: Focus Skills
	Unit 2: Focus Skills
	Unit 3: Focus Skills

	Taking a Stand 
	Building Background Knowledge
	
Weeks 1-4
	Case Studies - Atticus
	
Weeks 5-7
	
Readers Theatre
	
Week 8



	ELA Reading Literary Text Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	RL.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
	· I can identify and explain how textual evidence supports what the author states directly and what he/she implies.
· I can determine the quality of the evidence used to support what the text says.
· I can identify and explain areas of the text that are unclear.

	RL.8.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, and plot; provide an objective summary of the text.

	· I can identify the theme in a text.
· I can explore how characters, setting, and plot interact to support and develop a theme.
· I can summarize a text.

	RL.8.3: Analyze how particular lines or dialogue or incidents in a story or drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.
	· I can explain how what a character says or does moves the plot of the story forward or reveals more about the character.
· I can explain how elements of a story work together.

	RL.8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
	· I can identify several types of figurative language in a text.
· I can identify the connotative meanings of certain words in a text.
· I can identify how specific word choices influence the meaning of a text.
· I can identify how specific word choices influence the meaning and tone of a text.
· I can identify how the author's analogies or allusions to other texts influence meaning and tone.

	RL.8.5: Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style.
	· I can compare and contrast two or more different texts.
· I can explain how the texts' structural differences contribute to their meaning.
· I can explain how the texts' structural differences contribute to their style.

	RL.8.6: Analyze how differences in the points of view of the characters and the audience or reader (e.g., created through the use of dramatic irony) create such effects as suspense or humor.
	· I can identify the point of view of the characters or narrator(s) in a text.
· I can tell the difference between the character's point of view and the audience or reader's point of view.
· I can analyze how differences in the character's point of view and the reader's point of view create suspense or humor.

	RL.8.7: Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices made by the director or actors.
	· I can explain how a film or live production of a story or drama is similar or different from the original text.
· I can evaluate how the director's choices to stay with or make changes to the script impact the story.

	RL.8.9: Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new.
	· I can analyze a piece of fiction and connect its themes, events, or characters to a traditional or religious piece of writing.
· I can analyze how a traditional or religious piece of writing is transformed into a modern piece.



	ELA Reading Informational Text Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	RI.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
	· I can identify the difference between what the author states directly and what he/she implies in the text.
· I can supply textual evidence to support what the author states directly and what he/she implies.

	RI.8.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

	· I can find a central idea in a text.
· I can explain how supporting ideas develop the central idea.
· I can explain how supporting ideas relate to the central idea.
· I can summarize a text.
· I can provide an objective summary of the text.

	RI.8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
	· I can identify figurative language in an informational text.
· I can identify the connotative meanings of specific words in an informational text.
· I can identify the technical meaning of words in an informational text.
· I can identify an analogy and explain how it affects the meaning and tone of an informational text.
· I can identify an allusion and explain how it affects the meaning and tone of an informational text.

	RI.8.5: Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept.
	· I can break a paragraph into sentences and identify their functions within that paragraph.
· I can explain how the sentences support the paragraph's key point.

	RI.8.6: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
	· I can identify an author’s point of view or purpose in a text.
· I can identify and explain how the author acknowledges and responds to others' opinions.

	RI.8.7: Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums (e.g., print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or text.
	· I can identify several different ways to present information on a topic.
· I can evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of presenting information in various formats.



	ELA Writing Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	W.8.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
	· I can write a claim and support it with reasons and evidence.

	a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.
	· I can write a claim(s) and distinguish it from a different or opposing claim.
· I can logically organize reasons and evidence that supports a claim(s).

	b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.
	· I can support my claim(s) by using logical reasons and relevant evidence.
· I can support my claim(s) with accurate sources of information.

	c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
	· I can use words, phrases, and clauses to clearly show how claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence fit together.

	d. Establish and maintain a formal style.
	· I can use formal words and language to write about an issue or topic.

	e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
	· I can end my writing with a concluding statement that backs up the claim(s) in my argument.

	W.8.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structures event sequences.
	· I can write a logical, detailed narrative about real or imagined events or experiences.

	a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.
	· I can hook the reader by introducing ideas, point of view, a narrator, and/or characters.
· I can organize events in a natural, logical order.

	b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.
	· I can write a narrative using techniques such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection.
· I can use these narrative techniques to develop events, and/or characters.

	c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the relationships among experiences and events.

	· I can use transition words and phrases to show order of events, changes in setting, and connections in experiences.

	d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action  and convey experiences and events. 

	· I can use precise words, relevant description, and sensory details to reveal the action and experiences of the story.

	e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.
	· I can conclude my story by reflecting on the experiences or events I shared.

	W.8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standard 2 above.)
	· I can develop and organize clear and understandable writing which is appropriate for a specific task, purpose, and audience.

	W.8.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3)
	· I can develop and strengthen my writing by planning, revising, editing, and rewriting.
· I can write to a specific audience.
· I can write for a specific purpose.
· I can improve my writing through feedback from other students or my teacher.

	W.8.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
	· I can find specific facts, examples, or details in literary or informational text to support my analysis, reflection, and research.

	a. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on  themes, patterns of events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as  the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new”).
	· I can find specific facts, examples, or details in literary or informational text to support my analysis, reflection, and research.

	b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and  specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).
	· I can find specific facts, examples, or details in literary or informational text to support my analysis, reflection, and research.

	ELA Speaking and Listening Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	SL.8.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic, text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.  
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	b. Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed. 
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	c. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to others’ questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and ideas. 
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views in light of the evidence presented.
	· I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during discussions.

	ELA Language Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	L.8.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
	· I can use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling in my writing.

	a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.
	· I can use correct punctuation to indicate a pause or break in a sentence.

	b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.
	· I can use an ellipsis to indicate omitted words or phrases.

	c. Spell correctly.
	· I can correct misspelled words in my writing.

	L.8.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
	· I can use a variety of strategies to determine what a word or phrase means.

	a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
	· I can determine the meaning of a word through context clues or by the way it is used in a sentence.

	b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 
	· I can determine the meaning of a word through my knowledge of Greek or Latin word parts.

	c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
	· I can use reference materials to find the pronunciation and meaning of unfamiliar words.

	d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 
	· I can guess at the meaning of a word and then double check to see if I am right by using a dictionary.

	L.8.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.
	· I can identify examples of figurative language.
· I can recognize how words relate to each other.
· I can recognize the slight differences in word meanings based on how they are used.

	a. Interpret figures of speech (e.g., verbal irony, puns) in context. 
	· I can identify figures of speech like verbal irony and puns and explain their intended meanings.

	b. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of the words.
	· I can clarify a word through examining other words and ideas that are similar or opposite.

	c. Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g.,  bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute). 
	· I can explain the difference between the literal meaning of a word and its positive or negative association.





	Unit 7 Plans, Texts, Resources, Links

	Unit Plan:
Engage NY Module 2A – Full Module Download – (Includes Module Overviews and Units 1-3)

	Unit 1:
Module 2A – Unit 1 Download
Includes Unit 1 Overview and Lessons 1-19
	Unit 2:
Module 2A – Unit 2 Download
Includes Unit 2 Overview and Lessons 1-16
	Unit 3:
Module 2A – Unit 3 Download
Includes Unit 3 Overview and Lessons 1-5



For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit 7, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-7-working-with-evidence-taking-a-stand-module-2a.html.



	Eighth Grade Unit 8: Research, Decisions, Positions – World’s Food Supply (Module 4)

Common Core Theme Unit – duration 8 weeks

	Title of Lesson
	Unit 1: Focus Skills
	Unit 2: Focus Skills
	Unit 3: Focus Skills

	World’s Food Supply 
	Analyzing Author’s Purpose and Evaluating Claims in The Omnivore’s Dilemma
	
Weeks 1-3
	Researching Consequences and Stakeholders of Michaels Pollan’s Four Food Chains
	
Weeks 3-5
	Write a Position Paper: Which of Michael Pollan’s Food Chains Would You Choose to Feed the US?
	
Weeks 6-8



	ELA Reading Informational Text Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	RI.8.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
	· I can identify the difference between what the author states directly and what he/she implies in the text.
· I can supply textual evidence to support what the author states directly and what he/she implies.

	RI.8.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an objective summary of the text.

	· I can find a central idea in a text.
· I can explain how supporting ideas develop the central idea.
· I can explain how supporting ideas relate to the central idea.
· I can summarize a text.
· I can provide an objective summary of the text.

	RI.8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other texts.
	· I can identify figurative language in an informational text.
· I can identify the connotative meanings of specific words in an informational text.
· I can identify the technical meaning of words in an informational text.
· I can identify an analogy and explain how it affects the meaning and tone of an informational text.
· I can identify an allusion and explain how it affects the meaning and tone of an informational text.

	RI.8.6: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or viewpoints.
	· I can identify an author’s point of view or purpose in a text.
· I can identify and explain how the author acknowledges and responds to others' opinions.

	RI.8.8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
	· I can outline and explain specific claims and supportive evidence in an argument.
· I can determine whether or not the reasons linking the evidence to the claim are logical.
· I can determine whether or not there is enough relevant evidence to support the claim.
· I can determine if unnecessary evidence is introduced.

	RI.8.9: Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters of fact or interpretation.
	· I can analyze two or more texts on the same topic to identify examples of conflicting facts or interpretations.



	ELA Writing Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	W.8.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant evidence.
	· I can write a claim and support it with reasons and evidence.

	a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.
	· I can write a claim(s) and distinguish it from a different or opposing claim.
· I can logically organize reasons and evidence that supports a claim(s).

	b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.
	· I can support my claim(s) by using logical reasons and relevant evidence.
· I can support my claim(s) with accurate sources of information.

	c. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.
	· I can use words, phrases, and clauses to clearly show how claims, counterclaims, reasons, and evidence fit together.

	d. Establish and maintain a formal style.
	· I can use formal words and language to write about an issue or topic.

	e. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the argument presented.
	· I can end my writing with a concluding statement that backs up the claim(s) in my argument.

	W.8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. (Grade-specific expectations for writing types are defined in standard 2 above.)
	· I can develop and organize clear and understandable writing which is appropriate for a specific task, purpose, and audience.

	W.8.5: With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been addressed. (Editing for conventions should demonstrate command of Language standards 1-3.)
	· I can develop and strengthen my writing by planning, revising, editing, and rewriting.
· I can write to a specific audience.
· I can write for a specific purpose.
· I can improve my writing through feedback from other students or my teacher.

	W.8.7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.
	· I can research several different resources to answer assigned questions or questions that I create.
· I can come up with additional questions that relate to the original research and investigate those questions using a variety of resources.
· I can narrow or broaden my research when appropriate.
· I can combine multiple sources to demonstrate my understanding of the subject.

	W.8.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources, using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.
	· I can search specific terms to gather relevant information from many print and digital sources.
· I can determine if a source is believable and uses correct information.
· I can quote and paraphrase information from sources without plagiarizing others' words and ideas.
· I can correctly cite my sources in the text or at the end of my paper.

	W.8.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
	· I can find specific facts, examples, or details in literary or informational text to support my analysis, reflection, and research.

	b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g., “Delineate and evaluate the argument and  specific claims in a text, assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence is introduced”).
	· I can find specific facts, examples, or details in literary or informational text to support my analysis, reflection, and research.



	ELA Speaking and Listening Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	SL.8.2: Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g., social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.
	· I can determine a purpose behind information presented visually, orally, or in numbers.
· I can evaluate whether the purpose for presenting information in various formats is motivated by social, commercial, or political reasons.

	SL.8.3: Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the soundness of the reasoning and the relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced.
	· I can outline specific claims and link them to a speaker's argument.
· I can evaluate whether or not the speaker's reasons support the claims in the argument.
· I can determine whether or not there is enough relevant evidence to support the argument.
· I can recognize evidence that does not relate to the argument.

	SL.8.4: Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
	· I can give a presentation that makes claims and uses relevant evidence, reasons, and details.
· I can give a presentation where I use eye contact and a clear, loud voice.

	SL.8.5: Integrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.
	· I can give a presentation using interesting multimedia and visual displays to strengthen my claims and evidence.

	SL.8.6: Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 8 Language standards 1 and 3.)
	· I can adapt the way I speak to a variety of situations and purposes, using correct English when needed.



	ELA Language Standards
	Student Learning Targets

	L.8.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly from a range of strategies.
	· I can use a variety of strategies to determine what a word or phrase means.

	a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
	· I can determine the meaning of a word through context clues or by the way it is used in a sentence.

	b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek and Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word (e.g., precede, recede, secede). 
	· I can determine the meaning of a word through my knowledge of Greek or Latin word parts.

	c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech. 
	· I can use reference materials to find the pronunciation and meaning of unfamiliar words.

	d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 
	· I can guess at the meaning of a word and then double check to see if I am right by using a dictionary.

	L.8.6: Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.
	· I can explain what general academic words are and use them in my writing.
· I can define words and phrases that are specific to language arts and apply them in speaking and writing.
· I can use various resources to build my vocabulary and help me understand what I read or hear.





	Unit 8 Plans, Texts, Resources, Links

	Unit Plan:
Engage NY Module 4– Full Module Download – (Includes Module Overviews and Units 1-3)

	Unit 1:
Module 4 – Unit 1 Download
Includes Unit 1 Overview and Lessons 1-15
	Unit 1:
Module 4 – Unit 2 Download
Includes Unit 2 Overview and Lessons 1-17
	Unit 1:
Module 4 – Unit 3 Download
Includes Unit 3 Overview and Lessons 1-6



For all corrected hyperlinked documents for Unit 8, please visit http://gmsd-8ela-curriculum-guide.weebly.com/unit-8-research-decisions-positions-ndash-worldrsquos-food-supply-module-4.html.
 


	Additional Resources

	Lesson Plan/Unit Links:
· http://www.cpalms.org/Public/search/Resource
· https://learnzillion.com/common_core/ela/8
· http://www.k12reader.com/common-core-standard/ccss/ccss-8/
· http://library.mtsu.edu/tps/lessons_6-8.php
· http://exchange.smarttech.com/curriculum/curriculum-list.html?curriculum=enuscurr134&grade=enuscurr134gr010&subject=enuscurr134gr010su008
· http://www.lessonplanet.com/lesson-plans/language-arts
· https://msenglishseminar.wikispaces.hcpss.org/8th+Grade+Reading
· http://www.elacommoncorelessonplans.com/writing-standards/paragraph-writing-lessons/paragraph-challenge-a-fun-paragraph-lesson-plan.html
· http://edsitement.neh.gov/common-core-text-exemplars-summer-reading-teachers/common-core-text-exemplars-summer-reading-teachers-grades-6-8
· http://www.saludaschools.org/Page/2260
· http://lessonplanspage.com/?t=Search+lesson+plans&s=+&search-token=54ab59c78e9989.88720240&searchCat%5B%5D=7&searchCat%5B%5D=143471
· http://www.educationworld.com/a_tech/archives/techlp.shtml
· http://www.greenwichschools.org/page.cfm?p=964
· https://www.georgiastandards.org/Pages/Default.aspx
· http://georgiaelaccgps6-8.wikispaces.com/Eighth+Grade+ELA
· http://exchange.smarttech.com/curriculum/curriculum-list.html?curriculum=enuscurr134&grade=enuscurr134gr010&subject=enuscurr134gr010su008#standard-heading-6
· http://exchange.smarttech.com/details.html?id=x4c47ab3003224be48ea8cddf9786f8a6
· http://www.teach-nology.com/worksheets/language_arts/vocab/eight/
· http://eduscapes.com/sessions/smartboard/#6
· http://www.slj.com/2006/01/technology/the-google-game/#_
· http://www.achieve.org/files/8thG-Sherlock-Holmes_unitFINAL_TextEdits.pdf
· http://www.mchce.net/Y2IP/MichelleJohnson_Y2IP.pdf
· http://www.fwps.org/tfl/wp-content/uploads/sites/3/2013/08/9-10-Module-1_Final2.pdf?fd18a4
· http://ndcurriculuminitiative.org/media/common_core/ela/g_ela_8_ndu40_hunger_20120719.pdf
· http://www.lessonplanet.com/teachers/across-five-aprils-civil-war-virtual-field-trips
· http://www.lessonplanet.com/teachers/across-five-aprils-a-novel-study-8th
· 
· http://betterlesson.com/common_core/browse/1699/ccss-ela-literacy-ri-8-8-delineate-and-evaluate-the-argument-and-specific-claims-in-a-text-assessing-whether-the-reasoning-is-so
· http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/composition/comparison.htm
· http://www.sccresa.org/toolsforschools/curriculumtools/writewell/introductiontowritewell/writewell8thgrade/
· http://www2.mcrel.org/lesson-plans/lang/langlessons.asp
· http://www.net-texts.com/Course/LAN4029/8th-Grade-ELA-Materials-Aligned-to-the-Common-Core-State-Standards
· http://www.ereadingworksheets.com/e-reading-worksheets/reading-unit-and-lesson-plans-aligned-with-common-core-state-standards/
· http://www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/critical-reading-stories-authors-213.html
· https://elastars.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/lesson-19-comparing-and-contrasting-texts.pdf



	Web 2.0 Links:
· https://tferri.wikispaces.com/TECH+-+8th+GRADE+LESSONS
· http://iblog.dearbornschools.org/blazeski/ixl-weekly-assignments/
· http://tewt.org/index.php/lessons-activities
· http://www.literacyta.com/literacy-skills
· http://www.classmarker.com
· http://quizstar.4teachers.org/help/quickTourNewUser.jsp
· http://www.educatorstechnology.com/2014/02/10-useful-web-tools-for-creating-online.html
· http://www.freetech4teachers.com/2013/07/7-ways-to-create-and-deliver-online.html#.VZTQm6Y0cT8
· http://www.edutecher.net/links.php?txtSearch=assessment&searchin=tags
· http://guides.rilinkschools.org/cklPARCC
· http://eduscapes.com/sessions/smartboard/#6
· http://guides.rilinkschools.org/bobcats/google
· http://www.edlinesites.net/pages/Stony_Lane_Elementary_School/Classes/802-3023-002/Keyboarding
· http://www.pearltrees.com/brandi_young/infohio-skills-online-testing/id12112629
· http://parccgames.com
· http://www.edlinesites.net/pages/Stony_Lane_Elementary_School/Classes/71-3023-001/Drag_and_Drop
· http://www.edlinesites.net/pages/Stony_Lane_Elementary_School/Classes/71-3023-001/Copy_and_Paste
· http://oneappyclassroom.blogspot.com/2014/10/using-dualless-extension-to-split-your.html#.VY9na6Y0cT8
· https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/dualless/bgdpkilkheacbboffppjgceiplijhfpd?hl=en-GB
· http://www.greenwichschools.org/page.cfm?p=3847
· http://www.slj.com/2006/01/technology/the-google-game/#_
· http://21centuryedtech.wikispaces.com/home
· http://21centuryedtech.wikispaces.com/Web+2.0
· http://21centuryedtech.wikispaces.com/Mega+Sites
· http://www.teachwithmovies.org/literature-subject-list.htm
· http://www.pearltrees.com/profedibella/online-resources-collection/id14097167
· Conducting Effective Research
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	Close Read Links:
· https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I_hhMeE7Osw
· http://www.readworks.org/new-passages-fall-2013
· http://iteach4results.wikispaces.com/*ELA+%26+Literacy
· http://www.teachingthecore.com/non-freaked-out-common-core-close-reading/
· http://www.isbe.state.il.us/common_core/pls/level2/html/close-reading.htm
· http://achievethecore.org/page/752/featured-lessons
· https://msenglishseminar.wikispaces.hcpss.org/8th+Grade+Reading
· http://learnzillion.com/common_core/ela/8
· http://teacher.depaul.edu/Reading_NONFICTION_Grades8-10.html
· http://reading-sage.blogspot.com/2014/07/close-reading-passages-free.html
· "A Close Look at Close Reading" - Beth Burke 
· "Closing in on Close Reading" - Ed Leadership 
· Close Reading & Text Dependent Questions - PPT 
· Close Reading Lesson - Robert Frost - Grade 9 
· Guide to Creating Questions for Close Analytic Reading 
· Salvador Late or Early Passage for Close Reading Practice with Text-Dependent Questions 
· Sample Lesson Video: Close Reading: "The Making of a Scientist" (Liben) 
· Short Guide to Creating Questions for Close Analytical Reading
· http://www.webenglishteacher.com/close-reading-middle-school.html



	Assessment Links:
· http://parcc.pearson.com/practice-tests/
· http://parcc.pearson.com/sample-items/
· http://parcc.pearson.com/tutorial/
· http://lumoslearning.com/llwp/resources/homework-help-for-grade-3-to-8-math-and-english-language-arts/practice-test.html?cur=552
· http://lumoslearning.com/llwp/resources/common-core-parcc-practice-tests-and-sample-questions.html
· http://www.classmarker.com
· http://quizstar.4teachers.org/help/quickTourNewUser.jsp
· http://parccgames.com
· https://www.opened.com/search?category=language-standards-middle-school&descriptive=8.l.2&grade=8&grade_group=middle-school&resource_type=assessment&standard=8.L.2&standard_group=common-core-language-arts
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	Common Core Links:
· http://commoncore.tcoe.org/home
· http://georgiaelaccgps6-8.wikispaces.com/Eighth+Grade+ELA
· http://www.livebinders.com/play/play?id=443182
· http://iteach4results.wikispaces.com/*ELA+%26+Literacy
· http://ndcurriculuminitiative.org/common_core/ela/grade_8
· 21st Century Skills List 
· Appendix A 
· Appendix B 
· Appendix C 
· Arizona Additions to ELA Common Core 
· Common Core ELA Standards 
· ELA Frameworks 3-11 from PARCC 
· Instructional Shifts Chart - 6 ELA and 6 Math 
· Publishers Criteria in English Language Arts and Literacy 
· Tri-State Rubric for Lessons & Units - 1 page 
· Tri-State Rubric for Lessons & Units - 2-page 
· When Poetry Meets the Common Core



	Miscellaneous Links:
· http://vms.vale.k12.or.us/articles-week
· http://www.lbschools.net/Main_Offices/Curriculum/Areas/English_Language_Arts/ELACurrDocsMS.cfm
· http://www.eisd.net/domain/599
· http://c.ymcdn.com/sites/www.co-case.org/resource/resmgr/imported/42.1_Boillot.pdf
· http://elearningindustry.com/top-10-free-plagiarism-detection-tools-for-teachers
· http://virtualwritingtutor.com
· https://www.microsoft.com/en-us/education/educators/k-12-education/default.aspx#fbid=xWV-IEh64e5
· http://www.teacherdashboard365.com/what-is-teacher-dashboard
· http://oceancity.nj.och.schoolinsites.com/?PageName=bc&n=87004
· https://sites.google.com/a/sd308.org/junior-high-language-arts/language-arts---by-grade/common-core-ubd-units/8th-grade-common-core-ubd-units
· http://www.isbe.net/common_core/pdf/ela-teach-strat-read-text-6-12.pdf
· Finding the Theme of a Short Story 
· Paraphrasing Process for Poetry 
· Plan for Effective Viewing of a Video 
· Process for Categorizing Details for Compare/Contrast 
· Reading the Short Story With a Critical Eye 
· Steps in Writing a Summary



	Reading Resources:
· 100 Things To Do With Books 
· Books Board Project 
· Creating Text-Embedded Questions 
· Easy to Manage Independent Reading 
· Elaborate Lesson Plan for Author Purpose 
· Master Novel List for 7-12 
· McDougal Textbook Codes 
· Online Textbook Instructions 
· Plot Graphic Organizer 
· Reciprocal Teaching Strategies Overview 
· Supplemental Novel List - Alpha by Author 
· Supplemental Novel List - Alpha by Title 
· Supplemental Novel List - approved prior to 2011 
· Top 100 Nonfiction Books Read by ATOS Book Level Range, Grades 1-12 
· Understanding Text Structures
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	Grammar Links:
Electronic Resources
· Active and Passive Voice exercises
· Active Passive Voice Quiz
· Passive Voice Exercises
· Using Active and Passive Voice
Lesson Plans
· Irony Lesson Plan
Professional Learning Materials
· Language Arts Curriculum Design The Secondary Tier By Michael Clay Thompson
Student Materials
· Adjectives - Activity
· Adverbs - Notes
· Complex sentences
· Compound-complex sentences
· Conjunctions and Interjections - Notes
· Daily Grammar - All Sections & Chapters Combined by Bill Johanson
· Nouns - Notes
· Prepositions - notes
· Pronouns - Notes
· Simple and Compound sentence examples
· Verbs - Notes
Teaching Materials
· Adjectives - Notes
· Connotation and Denotation
· Four Levels of Grammar
· Grammar Bell Work
· Grammar Recipes and Writing Labs
· Parts of Speech Review
· Plan for Four Levels of Grammar
· Preposition Phrases Instruction
· Verbal Irony
Videos
· Adjectives - Video 7 minutes
· Adverbs - Video 8 minutes
· Conjunctions - Video 7 minutes
· Nouns - Video 9 minutes
· Pride and Punctuation - 8 min
· Pronouns - Video 8 minutes
· Spelling Skills - 6 minute video
· Verbs - Video 8 minutes
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	Vocabulary Resources:
Electronic Resources
· Flocabulary website
Student Materials
· Latin and Greek Word List Week 1
· Latin and Greek Word List Week 10
· Latin and Greek Word List Week 11
· Latin and Greek Word List Week 12
· Latin and Greek Word List Week 13
· Latin and Greek Word List Week 14
· Latin and Greek Word List Week 15
· Latin and Greek Word List Week 16
· Latin and Greek Word List Week 17
· Latin and Greek Word List Week 2
· Latin and Greek Word List Week 3
· Latin and Greek Word List Week 4
· Latin and Greek Word List Week 5
· Latin and Greek Word List Week 6
· Latin and Greek Word List Week 7
· Latin and Greek Word List Week 8
· Latin and Greek Word List Week 9
· Vocabulary - Concept Map
· Vocabulary - Context and Connection
· Vocabulary - Frayer Diagrams
· Vocabulary - Guess the Meaning
· Vocabulary - Linear Arrays
· Vocabulary - Own the Word
· Vocabulary - Word Chart
· Vocabulary - Word Detective
· Vocabulary - Word Map
· Vocabulary Card
Vocabulary
· Vocabulary - Don't Say 'Uh' Activity
· Vocabulary - Euphemisms
· Vocabulary - Strategies
· Vocabulary - Stumpers Activity
· Vocabulary - Word Strategies
· Academic Vocabulary 
· Cross Curricular Vocabulary
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	Writing Organizers:
· 5-Paragraph Essay and Paragraph Format for DUSD 
· 5-Paragraph Graphic Organizer 
· 6-10 Argumentative Planner 
· Analyze These Narratives 
· Argumentative Paper Format 
· Argumentative Planner 
· Aristotelian Argument Format 
· Organizers from Argumentative Writing Benchmarks 1-12 
· Organizers from Informational Writing Benchmarks 1-12 
· Organizers from Narrative Writing Benchmarks 1-12 
· Plot Diagram - Narrative Writing 
· Rhetorical Triangle Planning Guide - Narrative Writing
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	Writing Resources:
· 3-Minute Video on Writing Habits 
· 6 Traits Rubrics by Trait 
· AIMS Practice Prompts 
· Argument Guidelines and Avoiding Logical Fallacies 
· Baseline 6-8 Revision Criteria 
· Common Core Writing Standards Mapped Across the Grades 
· Documentation Guide 
· HOLISTIC Scoring Guide (Official AZ) 
· Informational Text Structure Templates 6-12 
· MODEL Essay 1 - 8th grade 
· MODEL Essay 2 - 8th grade 
· New Holistic Scoring Equivalency 
· Online Writing Reviser - SAS Curriculum Pathways 
· Practice Prompts 
· Research Protocol for DUSD 
· RUPR for Writing to a Prompt 
· Sentence Leads 
· Six Traits Posters 
· Smiley Face Writing Tricks and Examples - VOICE 
· Smiley Face Writing Tricks Practice 
· Using RAFTS to Label Prompts 
· Writing Fix Website - Lots of Ideas 
· Writing Lessons K-8 
· Writing Websites
· Common Proofreading Symbols 
· Online Student Writing Reviser 
· Steps to Editing
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Eighth Grade Unit 1 Theme: The Process of the Journey

Students will cite textual evidence to support analysis of the text, infer meaning from the analysis
and produce clear and coherent narrative writing pieces.

Essential Question Supporting Questions Key Terms Writing |  Science Connections Social Studies

Focus Connections
What role does How does the writing process help | Explicit Textual Evidence, | Narrative | What s the role of the Whatis the process of
storytelling play in to organize thoughts and Implicit Textual Evidence, scientific method and how

our history? Our
present? Our future?

information to improve
communication?

Whatliterary elements span time

and culture to create a universal
text type?

Literal versus Figurative
Language, Setting, Theme,
Hero/Heroine, Allusion,
Analogy, Pacing,
Reflection, Sensory Detail

can we use it to better
understand various
processes such as formation
of rock layers,
photosynthesis, respiration,
and/or development of
atomic theory?

historical analysis?
What s the importance
of early explorers in
U.S. History?
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ELA Core Standards

Student Learning Targets

RL/RLB.1: Cite the textual evidence that most strongly supports an analysis of
what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.

Ican identify and explain how textual evidence supports what the author
states directly and what he/she implies.
I can determine the quality of the evidence used to support what the text

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection,
to develop experiences, events, and/or characters

says.
2 [RL8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used ina text, | 1 can identify several ypes of igurative language ina text.
2 | including figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific | « I can identify the connotative meanings of certain words in a text.
& | word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to other « Icanidentify how specific word choices influence the meaning of a text.
texts. « Icanidentify how specific word choices influence the meaning and tone ofa
text.
« Icanidentify how the author's analogies or allusions to other texts influence
meaning and tone.
ELA Core Standards Student Learning Targets
'W.8.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using | = I can write a logical, detailed narrative about real or imagined events or
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event experiences.
sequences.
€ ['a Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and | = 1 can hook the reader by introducing ideas, point of view, a narrator and/or
3 | introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that characters.
E unfolds naturally and logically. +  Ican organize events in a natural, logical order.

I can write a narrative using techniques such as dialogue, timing, and
description.

. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence,

I can use transition words and phrases to show order of events or changes
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signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the
relationships among experiences and events.

in setting.

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory
language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.

Ican use precise words, relevant description, and sensory details to reveal
the action and experiences of the story.

. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated
experiences or events.

Ican conclude my story by reflecting on experiences or events.

'W8.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development,
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.

Ican develop and organize clear and understandable writing that is
appropriate for a specific task, purpose, and audience.

'WB8.5 With some guidance and support from peers and adults, develop and
strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying
a new approach, focusing on how well purpose and audience have been
addressed.

Tcan develop and strengthen my writing through planning, revising, editing,
rewriting,

I can seek feedback and guidance from peers and adults to improve my
writing.

I can revise with a focus on how well purpose and audience have been
addressed.
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ELA Core Standards

Student Learning Targets

SPEAKING &
LISTENING

SL8.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during
discussions.

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read or researched material under
study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence on the topic,
text, or issue to probe and reflect on ideas under discussion.

1 can bring materials that | have read and researched to discussions.

b Follow rules for collegial discussions and decision-making, track progress
toward specific goals and deadlines, and define individual roles as needed.

Tcan follow group rules to meet specific goals during discussions.

ELA Core Standards

Student Learning Targets

LANGUAGE

L.8.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning
words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly
from a range of strategies.

Tcan use a variety of strategies to determine what a word or phrase means.

a. Use context (e, the overall meaning of a sentence or paragraph; a word’s
position or function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase.

Tcan determine the meaning of a word through context clues or by the way
itis used in a sentence.

b. Use common, grade-appropriate Greek or Latin affixes and roots as clues to
the meaning of a word (e.g, precede, recede, secede).

I can determine the meaning of a word through my knowledge of Greek or
Latin word parts.

L 8.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

I can use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling in my writing.

a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.

Lcan use correct punctuation to indicate a pause or break in a sentence.

b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.

Ican use an ellipsis to indicate omitted words or phrases.

<. Spell correctly.

I can correct misspelled words in my writing.
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Unit 1 Text Resources

Literary

Informational





image6.png
Unit 1 Planning and Notes
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Eighth Grade Unit 2 Theme: Motivation and Influence

Students will identify theme and other textual elements from multiple works by the same author,
considering the author’s life and background and how that influences his/her work.

(Author Study)

Essential Question Supporting Questions Key Terms Writing | Science Connections Social Studies
Focus Connections

How does an How do writers use specific word | Textual Evidence, Informative/ | » Whatis chemistry What were the

author's experience choice and figurative language to | Biography, Humor, Irony, | Explanatory andhow isitrelated |  motivations of

and world shape his create atmosphere andmood in | Mood, Perspective, Point to change? explorers?

or her writing? their writing? of view, Style, Tone, + How are physical What were the

How do authors use significant
details and specific word choice
to influence their readers?

Author’s Purpose, Thesis,
‘Theme, Key Concept

and chemical
changes evidenced
throughout
chemistry?

influences of
explorers on Native
Americans?

What were the
explorers’ biases
toward Native
Americans?
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i ea of a text and analyze its development | » I can identify the theme in a text.
over the course of the text, including its relationship to the characters, setting, | » I can explore how characters, setting, and plot interact to support and
and plot; provide an objective summary of the text. develop a theme.

+  Icansummarize a text.

RI8.5: Analyze in detail the structure of a specific paragraph in a text, including | + 1 can break a paragraph into sentences and identify th
the role of particular sentences in developing and refining a key concept. that paragraph.
« I can explain how the sentences support the paragraph's key point.

'W.8.2: Write informative/expository texts to examine a topic and convey ideas, | * I can examine a topic and generate my own ideas on the topic.

concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of *  Icanselect and gather relevant information on the topic to support my

relevant content. ideas.

* Icananalyze the topic information | have gathered.

* Ican use my research combined with my ideas to write an organized
informative text.

ir functions within

READING

'WRITING
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a.Introduce a topic clearly, previewing what is to follow; organize ideas,
concepts, and information into broader categories; include formatting (e.g,
headings), graphics (e.g, charts, tables), and multimedia when useful to aiding
comprehension.

I can organize my paper using a clear introduction.
I can organize and categorize my information.
Ican use headings, charts, tables, etc. to add clarification to my paper.

b. Develop the topic with relevant, well-chosen facts, definitions, concrete
details, quotations, o other information and examples.

Tcan support my topic using facts, definitions, details, and examples.

. Use appropriate and varied transitions to create cohesion and clarify the
relationships among ideas and concepts.

Tcan use a variety of appropriate transitions to show connections between

ideas and concepts.

. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to inform about or
explain the topic.

Tcan use precise language and vocabulary specific to my topic.

e. Establish and maintain a formal style.

Tcan write a formal paper.

T Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
information or explanation presented.

Tcan write a conclusion that supports the inform;
paper.
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SL.8.2: Analyze the purpose of information presented in diverse media and
formats (e, visually, quantitatively, orally) and evaluate the motives (e.g,
social, commercial, political) behind its presentation.

SPEAKING &
LISTENING

L 8.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

Tcan determine a purpose behind information presented visually, orally, or
in numbers.

I can evaluate whether the purpose for presenting information in various
formats is motivated by social, commercial, or political reasons.

I can use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling in my writing.

a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.

I can use correct punctuation to indicate a pause or break in a sentence.

LANGUAGE

b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.

Tcan use an ellipsis to indicate omitted words or phrases.
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Unit 2 Text Resources

Literary

Informational
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Eighth Grade Unit 3 Theme: Facing Adversity

Students will compare and contrast texts, determine the central idea of the text and analyze its development, and evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of

using different mediums. They will also write argumentative pieces that are supported by evidence from the text

Essential Question

Supporting Questions

Key Terms

Writing
Focus

Science Connections

Social Studies
Connections

How do people use
available
information to
respond to
challenges?

Why is it important to distinguish
between fiction and non-fiction
texts in our lives?

How do facts, statistics, and
elaboration strengthen an
argument?

Why is it important to
understand the differences
between fact and opinion?

Genre, Explicit vs.
Implicit Textual
Evidence, Text
Structures, Claim,
Argument (thesis),
Fact vs. Opinion,
Sound, Relevant,
Evidence, Denotation
and Connotation

Argument | +

What are the different
types and uses of
energy?

How can analyzing
data from
observations help us
make inferences or
elaborations based on
facts?

How does data help us
make appropriate
comparisons and
contrasts?

What evidence is
there to support the
French and Indian
war?

What were the
causes and effects of
the events leading up
to the Revolutionary
War?
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RL.8.5: Compare and contrast the structure of two or more texts and analyze | » I can compare and contrast two or more different texts.
how the differing structure of each text contributes to its meaning and style. « Ican explain how the texts' structural differences contribute to their
meaning.

«Ican explain how the texts' structural differences contribute to their style.
R18.2: Determine a central idea of a text and analyze its development over the | » 1 can find a central idea in a text.

course of the text, including its relationship to supporting ideas; provide an « I can explain how supporting ideas develop the central idea.

5 objective summary of the text. « I can explain how supporting ideas relate to the central idea.

H « I can summarize a text.

E RL8.7: Evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of using different mediums | » I can identify several different ways to present information on a topic.
(e:g. print or digital text, video, multimedia) to present a particular topic or « I can evaluate the advantages and disadvantages of presenting information
idea. in various formats.

'RL8.6: Determine an author’s point of view or purpose in a text and analyze I can identify an author’s point of view or purpose in a text.
‘how the author acknowledges and responds to conflicting evidence or « Ican identify and explain how the author acknowledges and responds to

viewpoints. others' opinions
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RL8.8: Delineate and evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text,
assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and
sufficient; recognize when irrelevant evidence s introduced.

I can outline and explain specific claims and supportive evidence in an
argument.

I can determine whether or not the reasons linking the evidence to the
claims are sound (good quality and logical).

I can determine whether or not there is enough relevant e
support the claim.

1 can determine if irrelevant evidence is introduced.
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SPEAKING &

'WRITING

LISTENING

'W.8.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant
evidence.

I can write a claim and support it with reasons and evidence.

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from alternate
or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

I can write a claim(s) and distinguish it from a different or opposing claim.
I can logically organize reasons and evidence that supports a claim(s).

. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using accurate,
credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic or text.

I can support my claim(s) by using logical reasons and relevant evidence.
1 can support my claim(s) with accurate sources of information.

. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the
relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence

I can use words, phrases, and clauses to clearly show how claims,
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence it together.

d. Establish and maintain a formal style.

1 can use formal words and language to write about an issue or topic.

. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the
argument presented.

SL.8.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in
‘groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 8 topics, texts, and
issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.

I can end my writing with a concluding statement that backs up the claim(s)
in my argument.

I can communicate and respond to ideas about a variety of topics during
discussions.

<. Pose questions that connect the ideas of several speakers and respond to
others’ questions and comments with relevant evidence, observations, and
ideas.

T can ask questions to link others' ideas and answer questions with relevant
information.

d. Acknowledge new information expressed by others, and, when warranted,
qualify or justify their own views in light of the evidence presented.

I can consider others' viewpoints, but continue to Support my view
evidence
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LANGUAGE

L.8.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English

capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

I can use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling in my writing.

a.Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.

I can use correct punctuation to indicate a pause or break in a sentence.

b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.

I can use an ellipsis to indicate omitted words or phrases.

L8.4: Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning
‘words and phrases based on grade 8 reading and content, choosing flexibly
from a range of strategies.

I can use a variety of strategies to determine what a word or phrase means.

. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g, dictionaries,
glossaries, thesauruses), both print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a

I can use reference materials to find the pronunciation and meaning of
unfamiliar words.





image18.png
‘word or determine or clarify its precise meaning or its part of speech.

d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g, | * I can guess at the meaning of a word and then double check to see if | am

by checking the inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). right by using a dictionary.
L8.5 c: Distinguish among connotations (associations) and of words with + Ican explain the difference between the implied meaning of a word and it’'s
similar denotations (definitions) (e.g. bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, technical meaning.

resolute)
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Unit 3 Text Resources

Literary

Informational
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Eighth Grade Unit 4 Theme: Affecting Change

Students will discuss and analyze how actions, thoughts, and words affect change and present an argument.

Essential Question Supporting Questions Key Terms Writing | Science Connections Social Studies
Focus Connections

How doan When can the ability to constructa Claim, Argument | How can we use What analysis can be

individual’s words strong argument prevent us from Argument, evidence to support | made of US.

and actions affect oppression and fraud? Help us Point of View, scientific claims, Constitutional arguments

incidents ina story, improve our lives and the lives of Compare, identify bias, and and Constitutional

propelaction, reveal | S0 Contrast, various perspectives | compromises?

aspects of character, | | ol S S andin Dialogue, throughoutall

or provokea ! Ancing Diction, Drama, scientific content What is the importance

decision? argument play in our ability to be Monologue, areas (ie, ecology, | of understanding,
proactive citizens? Screenplay geology, chemistry, knowing, and defending
Why is it important to understand physics)? our rights as citizens?
opponents’ points of view?
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READING

'WRITING

RL.8.3: Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or
drama propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision.

I can explain how elements of a story work together.
I can explain how what a character says or does moves the plot of the
story forward or reveals more about the character.

RI8.8: Delineate and evaluate an argument and specific claims in a text,
assessing whether the reasoning is sound and the evidence is relevant and
sufficient; recognize where irrelevant evidence is introduced.

Tcan outline and explain specific claims and supportive evidence in an
argument.

I can determine whether or not the reasons linking the evidence to the
claims are sound (good quality and logical).

I can determine whether or not there is enough relevant evidence to
support the claim.

I can determine if rrelevant evidence is introduced.

RI8.9: Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting
information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on
matters of fact or interpretation.

'W.8.1: Write arguments to support claims with clear reasons and relevant
evidence.

T can compare and contrast two or more texts on the same topic.
I can identify where the texts agree and disagree based on the facts and
based on reader interpretation.

I can write a claim(s) and support it with reasons and evidence.

a. Introduce claim(s), acknowledge and distinguish the claim(s) from
alternate or opposing claims, and organize the reasons and evidence logically.

T can write a claim(s) and distinguish it from a different or opposing,
claim.

1 can logically organize reasons and evidence that supports a claim(s).
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b. Support claim(s) with logical reasoning and relevant evidence, using

accurate, credible sources and demonstrating an understanding of the topic
or text.

Ican support my claim(s) by using logical reasons and relevant evidence.
I can support my claim(s) with accurate sources of information.

. Use words, phrases, and clauses to create cohesion and clarify the
relationships among claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.

Tcan use words, phrases, and clauses to clearly show how claims,
counterclaims, reasons, and evidence fit together.

d. Establish and maintain a formal style.

I can use formal words and language to write about an issue or topic.

. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports
the argument presented.

I can end my writing with a concluding statement that backs up the
claim(s) in my argument.
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ELA Core Standards

Student Learning Targets

Delineate a speaker’s argument and specific claims, evaluating the
soundness of the reasoning and relevance and sufficiency of the evidence and

I can outline specific claims and link them to a speaker's argument.
I can evaluate whether or not the speaker's reasons support the claims in

resolute).

@ o | identifying when irrelevant evidence is introduced. the argument.
SE I can determine whether or not there is enough relevant evidence to
g & support the argument.
B I can recognize evidence that does not relate to the argument.
Pl
@ SL8.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating Tcan adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks.
command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. 1 can demonstrate a command of formal English.
ELA Core Standards Student Learning Targets
L 8.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English I can use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling in my writing.
= capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.
S [a.Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break. I can use correct punctuation to indicate a pause or break in a sentence.
3 . Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission. 1 can use an ellipsis to indicate omitted words or phrases.
z L8.5 c: Distinguish among connotations (associations) and of words with I can explain the difference between the implied meaning of a word and
S| similar denotations (definitions) (e.g. bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent,

its technical meaning.
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Unit 4 Text Resources

Informational
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Eighth Grade Unit 5 Theme: Learning from the Past

Students will learn from the past through the study of literature and informational texts.

Essential Question Supporting Questions Key Terms Writing | Science Connections Social Studies
Focus Connections

What can we learn How does learning history through Satire, Strength of | Informative/ | How do forces cause | How did significant

from the past? literature differ from learning through | Character, Explanatory | change in ecology, events transform our

informational text?

Why is it important to be a critic of
information sources both as a
researcher and as young adults?
What role does non-fiction text play in
our global culture?

Symbolism, Style,
Citation, Source,
Reliability,
Historical Fiction,
Archetype

physics, geology, or
chemistry?

How do these forces
help us better
understand and
describe abstract
concepts?

country? (ie.
establishing the nation,
Industrial Revolution,
War of 1812,
Westward Expansion)
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ELA Core Standards

Student Learning Targets

RL.8.9: Analyze how a modern work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of
events, or character types from myths, traditional stories, or religious works
such as the Bible, including describing how the material is rendered new.

T can analyze a piece of fiction and connect its themes, events, or
characters to a traditional or religious piece of writing.

I can analyze how a traditional or religious piece of writing is
transformed into a modern work.

and present the relationships between information and ideas efficiently as well
as to interact and collaborate with others.

£ [R18.3: Analyze how a text makes connections among and distinctions between T can compare individuals, ideas, or events in a text.
2 | individuals, ideas, or events (e, through comparisons, analogies, or I can contrast individuals, ideas, or events ina text.
8 | categories).
RI8.9: Analyze a case in which two or more texts provide conflicting T can analyze two or more texts on the same topic to identify examples of
information on the same topic and identify where the texts disagree on matters conflicting facts or interpretations.
of fact or interpretation.
ELA Core Standards Student Learning Targets
'W.8.2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine a topic to convey ideas, T can examine a topic and generate my own ideas on the topic.
concepts, and information through the selection, organization, and analysis of I can select and gather relevant information on the topic to support my
relevant content. ideas.
g 1 can analyze the topic information | have gathered.
£ I can use my research combined with my ideas to write an organized
g informative text.
2 | W.8.6: Use technology, including the Internet, to produce and publish writing I can write a claim and support it with reasons and evidence.

W.8.7: Conduct short research projects to answer a question (including a self-

1 can research several different resources to answer assigned questions
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generated question), drawing on several sources and generating additional
related, focused questions that allow for multiple avenues of exploration.

or questions that I create.
* Ican come up with additional questions that relate to the original
research and investigate those questions using a variety of resources.

'W.8.8: Gather relevant information from multiple print and digital sources,
using search terms effectively; assess the credibility and accuracy of each
source; and quote or paraphrase the data and conclusions of others while
avoiding plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

I can search specific terms to gather relevant information from many
printand digital sources.

* Ican determine if a source is believable and uses correct information.

* Ican quote and paraphrase information from sources without
plagiarizing others' words and ideas.

*_Ican correctly cite my sources in the text or at the end of my paper.

'W.8.9: Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis,
reflection, and research.

" Tcan read literary or informational texts to find specific facts, examples,
or details that support my own ideas.

a. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literature (e.g, “Analyze how a modern
work of fiction draws on themes, patterns of events, or character types from
‘myths, traditional stories, or religious works such as the Bible, including
describing how the material is rendered new”).

‘See examples in 8th grade standard.

b. Apply grade 8 Reading standards to literary nonfiction (e.g. “Delineate and
evaluate the argument and specific claims in a text, assessing whether the
sound and the evidence is relevant and sufficient; recognize when
irrelevant evidence is introduced.”)

‘See examples in 8th grade standard.
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ELA Core Standards

Student Learning Targets

SPEAKING

LISTENING

SL.8.

tegrate multimedia and visual displays into presentations to clarify

information, strengthen claims and evidence, and add interest.

Tcan give a presentation using interesting multimedia and visual displays
tostrengthen my claims and evidence.
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ELA Core Standards

- Student Learning Targets

LANGUAGE

L8.1: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English grammar
and usage when writing or speaking.

T can use language correctly when writing or speaking.

a. Explain the function of verbals (gerunds, participles, infinitives) in general
and their function in particular sentences.

T can define “verbals” and explain how they work in sentences.

b. Form and use verbs in the active and passive voice

T can explain the difference between active and passive verbs and use
them in sentences.

c.Form and use verbs in the indicative, imperative, interrogative, conditional,
and subjunctive mood.

Tcan use verbs in the following forms: indicative, imperative,
interrogative, conditional, and subjunctive.

d. Recognize and correct inappropriate shifts in verb voice and mood.

I can recognize verb shifts between active and passive voices and correct
them.
I can recognize misused verb forms and correct them.

L.8.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

I can use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling in my writing.

a.Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.

I can use correct punctuation to indicate a pause or break in a sentence.

b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.

Ican use an ellipsis to indicate omitted words or phrases.

c. Spell correctly.

1 can correct misspelled words in my writing.

1.8.3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking,

1 can demonstrate how language should sound when i

is spoken, written,
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reading, or listening. and read.

a. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and * Tcan use active and passive voice in my writing.
subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects (e.g, emphasizing the actor or *  Ican create a specific effect by using conditional and subjunctive mood.
the action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact).
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Unit 5 Text Resources

Literary

Informational
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Unit 5 Planning and Notes
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Eighth Grade Unit 6 Theme: Moments that Matter

In this six-week unit students will consider the impact of significant events on their lives and the lives of others.

Essential Question Supporting Questions Key Terms Writing Science Social Studies
Focus Connections Connections

How do significant ‘Why share our personal stories with Character Types, Narrative | How does How does understanding

events in our lives others? Patterns of Events, recognizingthe | the events and issues of

transform us? How does irony add suspense and humor | Point of View, contributions of | the Civil War help us

to a story?

How do different points of view of a
character and of an audience create
drama, humor, and suspense in a story?

Preconceived Notion,
Historical Fiction,
Screenplay

past scientists
help us better
understand the
nature of science?

realize our identity asa
nation?
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RL.8.3: Analyze how particular lines of dialogue or incidents in a story or drama | » I can explain how elements of a story work together.

propel the action, reveal aspects of a character, or provoke a decision. « Ican explain how what a character says or does moves the plot of the story

forward or reveals more about the character.

RL8.6: Analyze how differences in the points of view of the charactersand the | + | can identify the point of view of the characters or narrator(s) in a text.

audience or reader (e.g, created through the use of dramatic irony) create such | o | can tell the difference between the character's point of view and the

effects as suspense or humor. audience or reader's point of view.

« Icananalyze how differences in the character's point of
readers point of view create suspense or humor.

RL8.7: Analyze the extent to which a filmed or live production of a story or + I can explain how a film or live production of a story or dramais similar or

drama stays faithful to or departs from the text or script, evaluating the choices ferent from the original text.

‘made by the director or actors. « Ican evaluate how the director’s choices to stay with or make changes to

pact the story.

RI8.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used ina text, | + figurative language in an informational text.

including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze the impact of |+ I can identify the connotative meanings of specific words in an

specific word choices on meaning and tone, including analogies or allusions to informational text.

other texts. . the technical meaning of words in an informational text.

an analogy and explain how it affects the meaning and tone of
an informational text.

« Icanidentify an allusion and explain how it affects the meaning and tone of
an informational text.

w and the

READING

‘W.8.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using | + | can write a logical, detailed narrative about real or imagined events or
effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event experiences.
sequences.





image37.png
'WRITING

. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and
introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that
unfolds naturally and logically.

Tcan hook the reader by introducing ideas, point of view, a narrator, and/or
characters.
I can organize events in a natural, logical order.

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, and reflection,
to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.

I can write a narrative using techniques such as: dialogue, timing,
description, and reflection.

. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence,
signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another, and show the
relationships among experiences and events.

I can use transition words and phrases to show order of events, changes in
setting, and connections in experiences.

d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory
language to capture the action and convey experiences and events.

Tcan use precise words, relevant description, and sensory details to reveal
the action and experiences of the story.

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated
experiences or events.

I can conclude my story by reflecting on the experiences or events | shared.
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SPEAKING &
LISTENING

LANGUAGE

SL.8.4: Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused,
coherent manner with relevant evidence, sound valid reasoning, and well-
chosen details; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear
pronunciation.

L8.2: Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English
capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing.

I can give a presentation that makes claims and uses relevant evidence,
reasons, and details.
I can give a presentation where I use eye contact and a clear, loud voice.

I can use correct capitalization, punctuation, and spelling in my writing.

a. Use punctuation (comma, ellipsis, dash) to indicate a pause or break.

I can use correct punctuation to indicate a pause or break in a sentence.

b. Use an ellipsis to indicate an omission.

Ican use an ellipsis to indicate omitted words or phrases.

c. Spell correctly.

Lcan correct misspelled words in my writing.

L8.3: Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking,
reading, or listening.

I can demonstrate how language should sound when
and read.

spoken, written,

a. Use verbs in the active and passive voice and in the conditional and
subjunctive mood to achieve particular effects (e.g, emphasizing the actor or
the action; expressing uncertainty or describing a state contrary to fact).

Tcan use active and passive voice i
I can create a specific effect by using cond

‘my writing.
nal and subjunctive mood.

L8.5: Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships,
and nuances in word meanings.

I can identify examples of figurative language.
1 can recognize how words relate to each other.

1 can recognize the slight differences in word meanings based on how they
are used.

. Interpret figures of speech (e.g. verbal irony, puns) in context

I can identify figures of speech like verbal irony and puns and explain their
intended meanings.

. Use the relationship between particular words to better understand each of
the words

I can clarify a word through examining other words and ideas that are
similar or opposite.

. Distinguish among connotations (associations) and of words with similar

denotations (definitions) (e.g. bullheaded, willful, firm, persistent, resolute).

I can explain the difference between the implied meaning of a word and it’'s
technical meaning.





image39.png
Unit 6 Text Resources
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